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English Common Law – its history and application in the USA’s legal system
The English Common Law refers to a system of law that is founded on unwritten act formed by past court decisions. It traces its roots back to the early middle age in the Kings Court. The court existed as a sole royal court in England (“Origins of American Law | Boundless Political Science,” 2019). The English common law was founded in England but the United borrowed heavily from it during the colonial period. The United States was among the first continents to practice English Common Law through its first English Colonist who identified common law as their birthright.   Contrary to the civil law which is based on statutory codes, the English common law is based on previous legal judgement or patterns of legal decisions that guide similar cases when they arise. The previous decisions are referred to as precedent which may not necessarily refer to a single ruling but various cases following a certain pattern of ruling and accepted social practices that came prior to it.   
The term ‘common’ came to use because the law was shared and it was similar in all the courts in within England. This type of law is not founded on substantive rights, instead, it is based on practical remedy. Contrary to most legal structures in the world today that identify lawmakers prior to developing the law, the common law was first developed before identifying the lawmakers. Nonetheless, the system of common law has shifted from emphasizing the procedure to emphasizing the individual rights. Presently, it is estimated that a third of the words’ population is led through the common law or have live under civil law systems. This is because most of the countries that were colonized by the British Empire adopted its system of law.
The principles and rules of the common law were wide and intricate. They varied from one region to another. Common law advanced through applied experience as time went by and it became eminent from a legal code that was used to summarize the law all at once. The Royal Courts then harmonized the law slowly through the different practices and laws that had formed the basis of Anglo-Saxon courts prior to the England defeat in 1066 (Langbein, Renée Lettow Lerner, & Smith, 2009). The royal courts had maintained great contact with each other and therefore they established similarities in their interpretation law. The interpretation did not form one law for the whole England because of regional and local difference, however, it overlaid the local differences with principles of interpretation that were similar for all. 
Common law continued to evolve through judges’ decisions as they met new situations that needed the use of firm principles. Sir Edward Coke who was the chief justice of common pleas and kings’ bench for 10 years between 1606 and 1616 was one of the greatest interpreters (Price, 2012). He was fired from his position after claiming that the king was also bound by the law like any other person. Nonetheless, is work of common law rulings named the Reports 1606-1615 and other collections including Institutes1628-1644 became the major reference for English Law for later generations. 
During the eighteenth century, the British colonies managed to establish the English common law in America. This was not easy to accomplish because the humble communities living in the eastern shore of North America in the sixteenth century did not find the need for complex legal structures. During this time, the colonial judges and lawyers did not have interest in what seemed to be mysterious knowledge that those trained in common law had. They viewed the principles of common law as foreign and bizarre compared to their local principles. The wealthier colonies had the law in their hands as they seemed to control court actions and judges had their economic interests. Therefore, supporting the common law would put them at a loosing position so they opposed it. The wealthy colonies viewed lawyers as unnecessary individuals in the courts or as a pain because they confused other people with complex law that was unnecessary. 
In the eighteenth century, the colonies had grown and established themselves both socially, and in economic intricacy and they increased their interest in English law. After the seventeenth century, the colonial legal structures became anglicized and common law became more adopted across the colonies. Regrettably, there lacked enough judges that could interpret common law because many colonial judges did not comprehend common law and only few American lawyers sought to study in England. It is until Sir William Blackstone created Commentaries on the law on England (1765-1769) that American judges and lawyers found a reliable guide for English common law (Dugger, 2019).  Tis type of law continued to be accepted and by 1800 many states had adopted common law as part of their legal heritage. However, few individuals such as Thomas Jefferson contended that Americans had not accepted common law. Some top politicians, especially in the nineteenth century argued that common law was autocratic and only highly and with many years of training professionals could understand the law. As a result, many held the opinion that it is better to be governed through legal codes instead of complex set of judicial rules.  
However, the US still applies common law in its’ rulings and is acceptable in all states except Louisiana that often base its ruling on the French civil Code. The English common law was adopted in America in various ways. All states in the United States except Louisiana have ‘reception statute’ that explains that the English law is the law to the state to the extent that it is agreeable with the domestic law or native conditions (“Origins of American Law | Boundless Political Science,” 2019b). Other reception statues enforce a certain cutoff date for reception. Federal courts on the other hand, lack the plenary authority that state courts possess to make up laws. State courts have the authority to make laws in the absence of the constitution or legal provisions substituting the English law. Few exceptions remain in the federal level to continue the English common law in areas such as maritime law. The federal courts have therefore been given the authority to create legal precedents. These courts are solely guided by the federal constitution and the national judiciary Acts.
Over time, the state courts and legislatures have expanded, overruled, or modified the common law. Hence, each state has its own unique common law. For this reason, the United States cannot be categorized as having one common legal system because of different areas of the law that the states traditionally manage. Alternatively, it is regarded as a distinct structure of 50 tort laws, property laws, criminal laws, etc. This separation of state laws has led to frequent conflict with different states causing America to form a large body of law to regulate the conflict in these states. Also, the states have different branches that form the law including a branch for enacting state statues, an executive branch for promulgating state regulations, and a judicial branch for applying, interpreting, and seldom overturning state statues.
The US applies the Common Law as a general law of the state except in situations where statue provides different rule. Judges form common law through written views that are obligatory on imminent ruling of subordinate courts in a similar jurisdiction (“Origins of American Law | Boundless Political Science,” 2019). Certain areas of the law especially those relating to property, torts and contracts are conventionally based on the common law. In the United States, each state has its own common law as it changes over time. Although rarely, the United States which is a member of the commonwealth nations is influenced by other ruling by member countries. However, it only does so in situations where America has no ruling on point and the law and facts at issue are almost undistinguishable.
In a summation, because the common law is based on unwritten judgement from past rulings, it is accessible to everyone through a law report, which is a publication that contains previous court rulings. The law report is the key foundation of the common law. Anyone including lawyers, courts and the general public can access and used the law report.  
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